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Should it not be the case, then, that all Israelites should come up to 
Jerusalem? 


It is written only as follows: “Three times a year all your males shall 
appear before the Lord your God at the place which he will choose: [at 
the feast of unleavened bread, at the feast of weeks,and at the feast of 
booths. They shall not appear before the Lord empty-handed]” (Deut. 
16:16;. 


Further, if all Israelites were to sit idle [since the one who makes an 
offering may not work on that day,] — 


lo, it is written, “[He will give the rain for your land in its season, the 
early rain and the later rain], that you may gather in your grain [and 
your wine and your oil]” (Deut. 11:14). 


Now who will go and gather in the grain? 


Rather, the early prophets made the rule of twenty-four watches, 
and for each watch there was a delegation in Jerusalem made up 
of priests, Levites, and Israelites [M. 4:2D]. 


It has been taught: There were 24,000 in the delegation from 
Jerusalem, and half of a delegation from Jericho. 


Jericho too could have produced a complete delegation, but it was so 
as to assign greater glory to Jerusalem that Jericho produced only half 
of a delegation. 


The priests go to participate in the Temple labor, and the Levites to the 
platform [on which they would sing Psalms], 


and the Israelites take upon themselves to serve as the messengers of 
all Israel. 


It has been taught: R. Simeon b. Eleazar says, “Priests, Levites, 
musical instruments, and the people as well are indispensable to 
the cult” [T. Ta. 3:3D]. 


[B] R. Abun in the name of R. Eleazar: “The scriptural basis for the 
view of R. Simeon is as follows: “The whole assembly worshiped, 
[and the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded; all this 
continued until the burnt offering was finished]’ (2 Chron. 29:28). 


[C] “*The whole assembly worshiped’ — this refers to the Israelites. 
[D] “‘And the singers sang’ — this refers to the Levites. 


[E] “‘And the trumpeters sounded’ — this refers to the priests. 


